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Maya: Good morning, Venice, and welcome to the Venice Morning Briefing for Sunday,
October the fourth, twenty twenty-six. I'm Maya.

Devon: And I'm Devon. It's a crisp autumn morning on the lagoon, and we’ve got a lot to
get through, so let’s start with the week ahead.

Maya: If you've been enjoying the sunshine, make the most of today, because the first
half of the week is shaping up beautifully. This Sunday is mainly clear with a

high near twenty-three degrees and a low around thirteen, and practically no

chance of rain.

Devon: Monday and Tuesday keep that going, highs of twenty-two and twenty-three, lows in
the low teens, just a slight chance of a passing shower by Tuesday. Wednesday

looks similar, high near twenty-two, with rain chances creeping up to around

fourteen percent.

Maya: But here comes the change. Thursday turns properly wet: a high of only eighteen
degrees, rain likely with chances near seventy-three percent, and the wind picking

up to fifteen kilometers per hour.

Devon: Friday is the roughest day of the week, only about fifteen degrees at the warmest
point, a low of thirteen, and a seventy-five percent chance of rain, with gusts

reaching eighteen kilometers per hour. If you have outdoor plans, Friday is the

day to move.

Maya: Saturday brings relief: skies clearing, a high back up to twenty, a low around
twelve, and rain chances dropping to about twenty-eight percent. So a wet Thursday
and Friday in the middle, bookended by sunshine.

Devon: Now to the water. Coastal conditions are remarkably calm today. The marine model
shows wave heights of just eight centimeters in the lagoon and Adriatic,

basically glass, with a sea temperature of around twenty-three and a half

degrees. If you're heading out by boat or vaporetto, it doesn’'t get smoother than

this.

Maya: Tonight's skies are a treat. Astronomical darkness falls at about eight twenty-

five in the evening, after sunset at roughly a quarter to seven. The moon is in

its last quarter, about forty-three percent illuminated, but it doesn’t rise until

nearly one in the morning, so the early evening sky stays dark and clear.

Devon: That means the first hours after dark are ideal for stargazing, and Saturn is the
headline act. Look southeast after sunset and you'll find it shining steadily

about thirty-one degrees above the horizon. No space station passes tonight, so

Saturn has the stage to itself.

Maya: One honest note: with the clear skies tonight, this is one of the better viewing
windows of the week, because Thursday and Friday’s rain clouds will wash the sky

out So toniaht's the niaht for the terraces and the Zattere



turns the whole city into a concert hall.

Devon: One more date for the calendar: on Friday, October the sixteenth, Michela Borgia
brings her tribute to Mina, one of Italy’s greatest voices, to the Teatro Corso

in Mestre. If you're a fan of classic Italian song, that's one not to miss.

Maya: Now the local headlines. First, a big step for Venice’s cruise future. Italy’s
environmental assessment commission has issued a favorable opinion on new cruise
berths at Porto Marghera, plus dredging work across the lagoon.

Devon: The plan is for two berths with a passenger terminal on the north bank of the
Canale Nord, designed for ships up to three hundred meters long arriving via
Malamocco, with shore power connections so ships can plug in instead of running
engines.

Maya: The approval comes with conditions: dredged sediment must be reused for lagoon
restoration, with turbidity controls and seabed monitoring. It's meant to restore

cruise capacity lost since large ships were banned from the historic center in

twenty twenty-one.

Devon: Second, the tourist entry fee could get a lot more expensive. City budget
councillor Michele Zuin told Il Gazzettino that the current five to ten euro

charge no longer deters crowds, and officials are weighing a maximum of thirty

euros a day for day-trippers in twenty twenty-seven.

Maya: For context, the fee ran this year on selected days from April the third to July

the twenty-sixth, between eight thirty in the morning and four in the afternoon,

and raised more than five point two million euros from just under six hundred

eighty thousand tickets. Any increase would need national government approval

first.

Devon: And finally, a somber note from the lagoon. About two weeks ago, a young newlywed
couple was killed when their small boat collided with a water taxi near Burano

and sank.

Maya: Gabriella Querino, twenty-six, and Sean Michieli, twenty-five, had been married
since June and were expecting their first child. Sean worked as a clam fisherman,

and they had set out to collect bait. The cause of the collision is still unknown,

and the city is mourning with their families.

Devon: And that's our briefing for this Sunday. Sunshine today and through Wednesday,
rain Thursday and Friday, Saturn bright in the early evening sky, and the

Biennale season in full swing.

Maya: Enjoy the clear skies while they last, Venice. We'll be back tomorrow morning with
your next briefing. Ciao for now.



